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Studiocharlie tells us his relationship with Lanificio Leo, the oldest textile mill 
still active in Calabria, South Italy.
For the occasion, the Jacquard blankets and plaids collections designed by 
Studiocharlie for Lanificio Leo enter the spaces of Rua Confettora 17.
Lanificio Leo, founded in 1873, is the oldest textile mill still active in Calabria; 
machines from the late 19th century, from the 20th century and contemporary 
are used in production for making a stitch, the thread and finally the cloth.
Lanificio Leo, besides production, is also involved in an active participation to 
cultural debate on design, with lessons and conferences, and invitating italian 
and international designers to visit and work in the company.
Is inside this vision that in 2003 Emilio S. Leo asks Studiocharlie to create a 
work for the spaces of the company; "Polvere" video installation is 
Studiocharlie's first response, and a long lasting cooperation will begin, with 
various subsequent projects.

In 2004 Studiocharlie designs Punto Pecora, an abstraction from the logo for 
the Lanificio Leo woolmill: the image of a lamb. 
In 2008 Il Pleut fabric is exhibited to the public: the basic pattern is inspired 
by the visual form of the calligram of the same name by Apollinaire, the design 
is multiplied by the weaving process and generates a motif in which the 
stitches fall like drops.
In 2010 Studiocharlie designs Brzz, a fabric based on the idea of distorting the 
classical square texture in order to obtain, starting from a simple geometry, a 
very dynamic weave.
Nowadays the cooperation between Studiocharlie and Lanificio Leo goes on, 
not only designing new fabrics for ancient Jacquard looms, but also 
experimenting on new machines.

www.studiocharlie.org
www.lanificioleo.it
www.ruaconfettora.com



__________________________________________
RUA CONFETTORA 17 - DESIGN SHOP
rua Confettora, 17 - 25122 Brescia, Italy
tel. +39.030.5231421
info@ruaconfettora.com
sito web / online design shop: www.ruaconfettora.com

opening times:
Tuesday to Friday 13.00h to 19.00h
Saturday 10.30h - 19.30h
By appointment, please call +39 030 5231.421

A store, a gallery, a hive of ideas. Rua Confettora 17 is all of these, and 
more. Rua Confettora is also the name of the street where the store is located, 
in one of the most atmospheric and fascinating quarters of Brescia, once 
abounding in artisan workshops.  
Today, this space – which, until a few years ago, housed an artisan furniture 
restoration workshop – is dedicated to international design.
The signs of this precious past can still be found in the cast-iron machinery, 
the cabinet makers’ benches, with the trade’s tools hung on the wall, and in 
the parquet flooring laid by the restorers who once worked there.
Today, the parquet has taken on some notes of colour and, instead of antique 
furniture, you will find pieces of contemporary design side-by-side with 
modern collectibles.

The rooms, which open one into the other, lead to a delightful little inner 
courtyard with its late 14th Century columns and arches.
The atmosphere of the artisan workshop creates a strong link to the design 
pieces on show.
The rediscovery of handwork and the artisan trade are some of the aspects 
of contemporary design that the gallery spotlights through its personal 
exhibitions, with a special eye to young Italian designers.  Ugo La Pietra, 
Massimiliano Adami, Antonio Cos, Alice Visin, Cristina Celestino, Francesca 
Pasquali are among those who have exhibited their work here.
Each object reflects my personal taste and is selected from an ample range 
covering both handmade and limited edition products, 
as well as the most established brand names and production-line items.
The store offers furnishing accessories, experimental jewellery and a section 
dedicated to books and magazines on design, photography, graphics, 
architecture, art and cookery to promote all aspects of the culture behind the 
project, creativity and research into international design. 
The unusual display of objects heaped together at random, causes short 
circuits, novel combinations and new meanings.
Rua Confettora 17 is also an online design shop.



Daniela Bettoni

__________________________________________
STUDIOCHARLIE
The Studiocharlie graphics and design studio was founded in 2002 by Gabriele 
Rigamonti, Carla Scorda and Vittorio Turla.
The team designs for a number of Italian and international companies such as 
Atipico, Billiani 1911, Boffi, Designercarpets, Lanificio Leo, Lema, Made a 
Mano, Mipa and Vittorio Bonacina.
The objects designed by Studiocharlie have a strong graphic aspect: they are 
drawings in matter and form volumes. Just as drawings on paper use lines and 
colours, so drawings on a sheet of steel might use laser rays and folds, or on 
fabric, threads and woven patterns. Steel, wood, wool, rushes, marble, 
ceramic, lava stone: the fundamental aspect when developing a project is to 
keep the original idea alive, to restore the same emotion in the finished object 
as in the creative impulse.  

In 2004 Studiocharlie was selected by the ADI Design Index, and was 
distinguished at the 20th Compasso d’Oro ADI for the Csuni font.
In 2007 the Punto Pecora fabric for Lanificio Leo was published in the ADI 
Design Index.
Studiocharlie products were chosen for "The New Italian Design", a travelling 
exhibition curated by the Triennale Design Museum, shown in Milan, Madrid, 
Istambul, Beijing, Nantou, Bilbao and San Francisco between 2007 and 2013.
In 2011 Studiocharlie is part of a selection of "Italian talents under 35" by 
Case da Abitare.
In 2011-2012 Studiocharlie took part in the "Meet Design" exhibition at the 
Palazzo Bertalazone in Turin and the Traiano market in Rome.
In 2013 an episode of Design 2.0 on the Leonardo Sky television channel was 
dedicated to Studiocharlie's work.
Products by Studiocharlie have been exhibited in various fairs such as Milan 
Salone del Mobile and Fuori Salone, Abitare 100% Project (Verona, Italy), 
Cersaie (Bologna, Italy), Bologna Water Design, Macef (Milan, italy), 
Maison&Objet (Paris, France), Beijing Design Week, New York IGF.

__________________________________________
PUNTO PECORA FABRIC DESIGN STUDIOCHARLIE FOR LANIFICIO LEO 

The Punto Pecora fabric has been abstracted from the logo for the Lanificio Leo 
woolmill: the image of a lamb. 
The drawing is pushed to the limits of figurative representation and developed 
in different scales (S,M,L); it becomes the minimal unit for three fabrics from 
the same family. The link between the threads and the weaving pattern is 
reinterpreted technologically: a grid of pixels like a white sheet, which can be 
drawn on with the language of weaving. The project generates fabrics that are 



contemporary in their colours and patterns, via traditional technology, the 
Jacquard loom.

Wool blankets and plaids manufactured on Jacquard loom, produced and 
retailed by Lanificio Leo.
Lanificio Leo, founded in 1873, is the oldest textile mill still active in Calabria; 
machines from the late 19th century, from the 20th century and contemporary 
are used in production for making a stitch, the thread and finally the cloth.

__________________________________________
IL PLEUT FABRIC DESIGN STUDIOCHARLIE FOR LANIFICIO LEO 

A written page is like a series of woven signs that immediately provide us, 
prior to any interpretation, with different kinds of information, such as the 
literary genre that the text belongs to. 
Apollinaire's calligrams are poems in which the meaning is expressed by the 
typographic form as well as by the content.
Each fabric is woven with stitches, colours and threads that form an imaginary 
alphabet.
Each fabric is "visual poetry".
The basic pattern of the fabric Il Pleut is inspired by the visual form of the 
calligram of the same name by Apollinaire: the design is multiplied by the 
weaving process and generates a motif in which the stitches fall like drops.

Wool blankets and plaids manufactured on Jacquard loom, produced and 
retailed by Lanificio Leo.
Lanificio Leo, founded in 1873, is the oldest textile mill still active in Calabria; 
machines from the late 19th century, from the 20th century and contemporary 
are used in production for making a stitch, the thread and finally the cloth.

__________________________________________
BRZZ FABRIC DESIGN STUDIOCHARLIE FOR LANIFICIO LEO 

It's like a 50% halftone screen made by small squares had been stretched and 
some squares had been distorted into rectangles, however maintaining the 
mid covering characteristic, so that "from a distance" you see the mid colour, 
while "from close up" you see the geometrically irregular and distorted 
texture. The classical square texture has suffered one or more distortions.
The result is a dynamic weave: Brzz.

Wool blankets and plaids manufactured on Jacquard loom, produced and 
retailed by Lanificio Leo.
Lanificio Leo, founded in 1873, is the oldest textile mill still active in Calabria; 
machines from the late 19th century, from the 20th century and contemporary 
are used in production for making a stitch, the thread and finally the cloth.


